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From 1903 to 1908, the Admiralty held ex-

tensive trials of the Cody man-carryit
kite, using a range of craft, from whalers
battleships, to tow the volunteers aloft.

By 1909, British sailors already had

background of one hundred years of cgn

sidering and experimenting with aerial v
hicles.

From 1908, a battle for control of Britis
naval aviation assets began and contin
to the present day. Initially, control wg
passed to the Army, to be regained by
RN in 1914, then lost to the RAF, befo
once more being regained in 1938

2009 could have marked not only the cqg
tenary of the funding commitment ¢t
“Mayfly”, but also the start of the proceg

of transferring Royal Navy personnel and

assets to a French-led European Navy. ]
economic crisis of 2008 now makes t
grand European plans for a Federal su

~lan Johnstone-Bryden has followed the story
from the innovative thoughts of Admiral Cochrane,
through the first faltering steps into the triumph of
N British naval aviation during two World Wars, the
HE Cold War and the first Energy Wars, concluding
S with a look into the future with new carriers build-
h ing for manned aircraft, new aircraft, and the pro-
(€ posals for the first carrier designed to carry Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles.
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For interviews and further information,
please contact lan Johnstone-Bryden on:
+44 (0)1986 782547

or email ianj-b@broadlyboats.com

or: http://nighthawk.firetrench.com
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power look significantly less likely.

NPPR 0112 October 2008



