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T his book is a unique photo essay of a classic Brooke Gentleman’s Cruiser, built in 1929 
for a member of the Guiness family, during an extensive restoration by craftsman during 
the 1990s. The book also includes the construction of Flame, a tender built as a replica to 
replace the original which was lost during World War II. 

 
         This was one of the first eBooks to be published by Nighthawk Publishing and has proved 
very popular. The very large number of full colour images are practical because the book is not 
subject to the cost of printing. It has proved most popular as a CD eBook, but advanced data com-
pression made this the first eBook to be practical as an electronically delivered book using email or 
ftp. 
 
         Since its original launch the book has become available as a printed paper book, using on-
demand printing as a method of economic production in hard copy format. 
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You can order St. Joan as an electronic file to be delivered to you by email. There is no charge for email deliv-
ery. Just select the complete edition and pay by PayPals for the Right To Read license. 
 
Or you can order St. Joan to be delivered by post on a CD as a complete edition. The pricing includes license, 
CD media, and DVD box with colour printed cover insert. Post and Packing options are displayed.     
 
Or, if you wish to order St. Joan as one title in your own selection of titles from the Nighthawk Publishing On-
line Catalogue, you can save money by using the Custom CD Option 
 
Or you can order St. Joan on paper as an on-demand printing. The on-demand print option provides full colour 
on white paper in a ring leaf binder with full colour cover inserts. 
 

 

SJ2  St. Joan on Breydon Water, Norfolk, England  November 2000 



Amid the constant streams of both private 
and hire craft passing through the pictur-
esque Broadland village of Horning during 
the Summer months of 1995 the recently re-
stored 1929 J.W. Brooke twin screw motor 
yacht “St Joan” remained inactive as she 
awaited a new owner on her moorings under 
the trees opposite Southgates Yacht Station. 
Her occasional companion on these moor-
ings was the equally splendid wherry yacht 
“White Moth” which itself underwent an 
extensive four year restoration in Horning in 
the late 1980s and is now used by the Nor-
folk Broads Yachting Co for charter. “St 
Joan” arrived in Horning at the end of 1994 
after her launching at St Olaves by South 
River Marine in early October 1994 for fi-
nal finishing work to be completed. 
 
The origins of “St Joan’s” story date back to 
1926 when Nigel Guinness who was the 
brother of the then famous racing driver Mr 
K. Lee Guinness was introduced to J.W. 
Brooke & Co Ltd by Mr N.G. Pierce in No-

vember 1926. It took a further two years be-
fore Nigel Guinness finally signed his con-
tract on 28th November 1928 with J.W. 
Brooke & Co Ltd to build “St Joan” for the 
sum of £3114. Originally “St Joan” was to 
have been a 47ft motor yacht but during a 
series of changes made by Nigel Guinness 
to “St Joan’s” initial specification during 
November 1928 he decided to opt for a big-
ger 52ft motor yacht thus also increasing the 
beam from 10ft to 11ft and the draft from 
2ft 6ins to 3ft. This increase in size was 
principally used to increase the length of the 
aft self draining cockpit which was to be 
covered by a permanent awning in a similar 
style to the one fitted to the motor cruiser 
“Frolic” built by Brooke in 1926. The for-
ward stateroom also gained an extra foot 
from the increased length. 
The final specification was agreed in a 
document dated 7th December 1928 with 
delivery set for 10th April 1929 and a £5 
per week penalty fee for late delivery!  

St. Joan of Lowestoft����
Richard Johnstone-Bryden tells the story of the restoration of 
the Motor Yacht St. Joan             Photographs © Richard Johnstone-Bryden 

                        SJ15  Aft port cabin taking shape              SJ18 The raised boards reveal the hull structure 



 

Launching procedure for 
Flame 

SJ55  Flame ready for use 

     SJ9  The wheel house today with concealed log and  
             Bilge pump switch under work covers 

St Joan returning to St Olaves from the River Thames for 
the 2000/2001 Winter refit at South River Marine. A se-
quence of underway photographs on Breydon Water, 
Norfolk, England  
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Specifications 
 
 

      Motor Yacht ‘St Joan’  
                                   
LOA                            52ft 
                   
LWL                            50ft                                          
 
Beam                           11ft                                
 
Draft                              3ft       
 
Tonnage           16.06 Thames                     
 
Engines            2 x Cummings 115hp                  
 
Maximum Speed     14 knots 
   

Tender ‘Flame’  
 
LOA                        10ft 
 
LWL                          9ft 8 ins 
 
Beam                         4ft 9ins (excluding rope fendering) 
 
Draft                                6ins (centre plate up) 
 
Draft                          2ft 6ins  (centre plate down) 
 
Sail Area          61.549 sq ft 
 

 
 


